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You may be unfamiliar with the theological essay, The Grinch Who Stole Christmas, but there are
several spiritual parallels to be drawn from this book. For instance, you have the Grinch, aka the
devil, who hates the Whos celebrating Christmas and concocts an evil plan to steal every bit of their
Christmas cheer, That correlation is hard to miss. (It is true that the parallels fall apart by the end of
the book since the Grinch learns to enjoy Christmas, but the desire to kill the joy of Christmas, found
in the yrst of the book, is what | wish to pontiycate on anyway.)

To explain the reason for this essay, | need to go back to another example that has nothing to do

with Christmas except for the ap- plicability of the lesson. In the ‘80s, we had a
scouting group in our church for preschoolers. These tots were called Rainbows,
and they were very proud of their green vests and the patches they earned. It also
happened, during the ‘80s, that New Age groupies were into everything earthy
and loved anything to do with rainbows. So inevitably, whenever our little ones
would tell someone that they were a Rainbow, we had to explain it was a church
program, not a New Age experi- ence. One concerned mother suggested that we
change the group’s name. She un- derstandably did not like her child being associ-
ated with the New Age ideology. After listening to her concerns, | almost agreed to
her proposal until the Holy Spirit prompted me to consider the ramiycations of

the decision. What seemed like a reasonable decision in reality was abdicating

a covenant God had made with us. It was allowing Satan to add another notch in
his anti-God campaign belt. The rainbow is a visible symbol of God’s promise that He would never
destroy the earth by a pood again. To retire from using the name would be conceding a victory

to Satan. Therefore, a sincere desire to not be associated with the works of darkness, in this case,
would have allowed Satan to appropriate for himself what is rightfully ours.

My point is this: Sometimes, Christians, in a sincere desire to disassociate themselves from the com-
mercialism of the Christmas season, play right into the Enemy’s desire to suppress the Good News.
In trying to be true to a spiritual, commercial-free Christmas, they can over-react and toss the good
away with the bad. By concentrating on the negatives that do abound, they not only deny themselves
the pleasure of a meaningful celebration, but play into Satan’s scheme of suppressing the message of
Christ.

At no other time of the year do you have the opportunity to point everyone you meet to the true
meaning of Christmas. From seasonal pins proclaiming “Noel,” “Jesus is the Reason for the Sea-
son,” and “Joy To The World,” to songs blaring from every venue that “Christ the Savior is Born”
you have an unparalleled opportunity to share Christ. Consider the fact that at no other time can
you can send a card with the full Gospel message “For Unto You is Born This Day A Savior Who is
Christ the Lord,” to every unsaved friend, and have them read it and not be offended.

I am not against celebrating Christmas differently, I just wish to encourage you to pull out all the
stops and join in celebrating with the whole world the most fantastic, wonderful event that occurred
when the Word became pesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood. John 1:14 [The Message]
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